
Advanced Linux System Admin

Interview Questions



Question 1 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is the purpose of the chroot command in Linux?

A: The chroot command changes the apparent root directory for the current running process and its children.
This is used to create a confined environment, often referred to as a chroot jail , where the processes can
only see a specific subset of the file system. This is useful for testing , building software, or isolating services
for security reasons.
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Question 2 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain the difference between hard links and soft links in Linux.

A: A hard link is a direct reference to the physical data on the disk; it points to the inode of a file. Multiple hard
links can be created for the same file, and they share the same inode number. If the original file is deleted, the
data remains as long as at least one hard link exists. A soft link (or symbolic link), on the other hand, is a
reference to the file name and can point to files or directories. If the original file is deleted, the soft link becomes
broken and points to a non-existent file.
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Question 3 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How can you monitor the performance of a Linux system?

A: Performance monitoring in Linux can be achieved through various tools and commands. Commonly used tools
include top , htop , vmstat , iostat , and sar for real-time monitoring of system resources like
CPU, memory, and disk I/O. For logging and historical data analysis, tools like Nagios , Prometheus , or
Grafana can be utilized. Additionally, the /proc filesystem provides detailed insights into system
performance.
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Question 4 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is SELinux and how does it enhance security in Linux?

A: SELinux (Security-Enhanced Linux) is a security architecture integrated into the Linux kernel that provides a
mechanism for supporting access control security policies. It enhances security by enforcing mandatory access
controls (MAC), which restrict how processes interact with files and other processes. SELinux policies define the
permissions for each process and resource, thereby reducing the risk of unauthorized access or exploitation of
vulnerabilities.
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Question 5 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you troubleshoot a network issue in Linux?

A: Troubleshooting a network issue involves several steps: First, check if the network interface is up using
the ip a or ifconfig command. Then, use ping to test connectivity to a known IP address or
hostname. If there is no response , check routing with route -n or ip route . Additionally,
traceroute can help identify where packets are being dropped. Use netstat to check for open
connections and listening ports. Finally , reviewing log files in /var/log/ may provide further insights into
the issue.
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Question 6 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What are systemd units and how do you manage them?

A: Systemd units are the basic building blocks of the systemd init system, which manages services, sockets,
devices, and more. Each unit has its own configuration file, typically found in /etc/systemd/system/ or
/usr/lib/systemd/system/ . You can manage units using commands like systemctl start ,
systemctl stop , systemctl enable , and systemctl disable to control service states, or
systemctl status to check the status of a unit.

Advanced Linux System Admin Interview Questions • Page 6



Question 7 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain the concept of swap space in Linux.

A: Swap space in Linux is a portion of the hard disk that is used as an extension of a computer's physical memory
(RAM). When the system runs out of RAM, it moves inactive pages from memory to swap space to free up RAM
for active processes. This helps in maintaining system stability but can lead to performance degradation since
accessing disk space is slower than accessing RAM. Swap can be a dedicated partition or a file on the filesystem.
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Question 8 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is the purpose of the cron daemon ?

A: The cron daemon is a time-based job scheduler in Unix-like operating systems that allows users to
schedule scripts or commands to run at specified intervals (e.g., daily, weekly, monthly). Users can define
cron jobs by editing their crontab file, which contains a list of commands and the timing information. It's
commonly used for automating system maintenance tasks, backups, and other repetitive jobs.
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Question 9 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How can you find files with specific permissions in Linux?

A: To find files with specific permissions, you can use the find command with the perm option. For
example, to find all files with the permission 755, you could use the command
find /path/to/search -type f -perm 755 . You can also use symbolic permissions like
find /path/to/search -type f -perm u=rwx,g=rx,o=rx . This command can be combined with other
options to filter by name, size, or modification time.
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Question 10 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What are the differences between IPv4 and IPv6?

A: IPv4 and IPv6 are both versions of Internet Protocols used for addressing and routing packets across
networks. IPv4 uses a 32-bit address scheme, allowing for approximately 4.3 billion unique addresses, while

IPv6 uses a 128-bit address scheme, enabling a vastly larger address space (about 340 undecillion addresses).
IPv6 also includes features like simplified address notation (hexadecimal), improved header structure for better
routing efficiency, and built-in security features like IPsec. Additionally, IPv6 eliminates the need for Network
Address Translation (NAT) by providing a unique address for every device.
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Question 11 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How can you check the current disk usage of a filesystem in Linux?

A: You can check the current disk usage of a filesystem using the df command. For example, df -h

provides a human-readable format showing the disk space used, available space, and the percentage of disk
usage for each mounted filesystem.
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Question 12 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain the significance of the fstab file in Linux.

A: The fstab (file system table) file is a configuration file located at /etc/fstab that contains information
about disk partitions and filesystems. It specifies how and where the filesystems are mounted, including the device
name, mount point, filesystem type , options, and dump/pass values. The system uses this file during boot to
automatically mount filesystems.
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Question 13 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you find and kill a process in Linux?

A: To find a process, you can use the ps command, for example, ps aux to list all running processes.
You can also use pgrep followed by the process name to find its PID. To kill a process, use the kill

command followed by the PID, e.g., kill 1234 . If the process does not terminate, you can use
kill -9 1234 to forcefully terminate it.
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Question 14 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What are Linux run levels, and how do they differ?

A: Linux run levels are predefined states that define what services and processes are running on the system.
Common run levels include 0 (halt), 1 (single-user mode), 3 (multi-user mode without GUI), 5 (multi-user mode
with GUI), and 6 (reboot). The init system manages these run levels, and the telinit command can be
used to change between them.
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Question 15 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Describe the purpose and use of the iptables command.

A: iptables is a user-space utility that allows a system administrator to configure the Linux kernel firewall
implemented as different tables of IP packet filter rules. It is used to set up, maintain, and inspect the tables of IP
packet filter rules in the Linux kernel. The command can be used to allow or deny traffic, log packets, and
configure NAT and port forwarding.
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Question 16 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How can you check for memory leaks in a Linux application?

A: You can use tools like valgrind , which provides detailed information about memory usage and detects
leaks. Running a program with valgrind --leak-check=full ./your_program will show you any

memory leaks, including the location where they occurred.
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Question 17 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Describe the process of configuring a DHCP server on a Linux system.

A: To configure a DHCP server, install the isc-dhcp-server package, edit the /etc/dhcp/dhcpd.conf

file to define the DHCP range, options like DNS servers, and the lease time. Then, specify the network
interface in /etc/default/isc-dhcp-server . Finally , start and enable the DHCP
service using systemctl start isc-dhcp-server and systemctl enable isc-dhcp-server .
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Question 18 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What are the steps to take when performing a kernel update on a production

server?

A: When performing a kernel update on a production server, I would follow these steps: 1) Review release
notes for the new kernel version to understand changes and potential impacts. 2) Backup important data and
configuration files. 3) Use the package manager (e.g., apt or yum ) to update the kernel. 4) Test the new

kernel in a staging environment if possible. 5) Reboot the server to apply the new kernel. 6) Monitor system
performance and logs post-update for any issues. 7) Have a rollback plan in case of failure.
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Question 19 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain how to set up a basic LAMP stack on a Linux server.

A: To set up a LAMP stack, you need to install the components : Linux (your OS), Apache (web server),
MySQL (database), and PHP (programming language). Use package managers like apt for Debian-based
systems: apt install apache2 mysql-server php libapache2-mod-php . After installation, configure
Apache to serve PHP files, secure MySQL, and test the setup by placing a PHP file in the web server directory.
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Question 20 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is the role of the systemctl command in modern Linux distributions?

A: systemctl is a command-line utility used to control the systemd system and service manager. It
manages services, including starting, stopping, enabling, and disabling services during boot. Additionally, it can be
used to check the status of services and manage system states like rebooting or shutting down the system.
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Question 21 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How does the Linux kernel handle memory management?

A: The Linux kernel uses a paging mechanism to manage memory. It divides memory into pages, allowing for
efficient use of RAM and swap space. The kernel utilizes a page table for mapping virtual addresses to physical
memory. It also implements techniques like demand paging and memory overcommit to optimize memory
usage.
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Question 22 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain the concept of I/O scheduling in Linux.

A: I/O scheduling is the process of determining the order in which I/O requests are submitted to the storage
devices. Linux has several I/O schedulers like Completely Fair Queuing (CFQ), Deadline, and Noop. Each has
different strategies for balancing throughput, latency, and fairness in handling requests.
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Question 23 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is the difference between RAID 0, RAID 1, and RAID 5?

A: RAID 0, also known as striping, splits data across multiple disks without redundancy, enhancing performance
but offering no fault tolerance. RAID 1, or mirroring, duplicates data across two disks, providing redundancy but at
the cost of storage efficiency. RAID 5 combines striping with parity, storing parity information that allows for
recovery in the event of a single disk failure, thus offering a balance of performance, storage efficiency, and data
protection.
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Question 24 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How can you monitor disk usage and find large files in a Linux system?

A: To monitor disk usage, commands like df can be used to display the amount of disk space used and
available on filesystems. To find large files, the du command can be utilized with options like du -sh *

to summarize disk usage of files and directories. Additionally, find / -type f -size +100M can be used to
locate files larger than 100MB. Tools like ncdu provide a more interactive way to analyze disk usage.
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Question 25 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is a kernel panic, and how would you respond to it?

A: A kernel panic is an action taken by the operating system when it encounters a fatal error from which it cannot
safely recover. This often results in a halt of the system. To respond to a kernel panic, I would first check the
system logs, particularly dmesg and /var/log/messages , to identify the cause. I would also check for
hardware issues, such as failing disks or memory errors, and ensure that the kernel and drivers are up to date. If
the problem persists, I might consider booting into a previous kernel version.
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Question 26 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Describe how you would troubleshoot high memory usage on a Linux server.

A: To troubleshoot high memory usage, I would follow these steps: 1) Use the free -m command to check
memory usage statistics. 2) Use top or htop to identify processes consuming excessive memory. 3) Check
for memory leaks in applications using smem or pmap . 4) Analyze swap usage with swapon -s and
vmstat . 5) Investigate logs for any abnormal behavior, and consider tuning parameters like
vm.swappiness if necessary.
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Question 27 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you manage and automate software updates in a Linux environment?

A: To manage and automate software updates, I would use package management tools such as apt for
Debian-based systems or yum/dnf for Red Hat-based systems. I can schedule regular updates using cron jobs
or utilize configuration management tools like Ansible, Puppet, or Chef to automate the deployment of updates
across multiple servers. Monitoring tools can also be integrated to alert on vulnerabilities or required updates.
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Question 28 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How would you configure a firewall on a Linux system using iptables ?

A: To configure a firewall using iptables , I would first check current rules with iptables -L . I would then
define my policy with commands like iptables -P INPUT DROP to drop all incoming traffic by default. I would
add rules using iptables -A INPUT -p tcp --dport 22 -j ACCEPT to allow SSH traffic. After setting up
rules, I would save the configuration using iptables-save to ensure they persist after a reboot.
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Question 29 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What are cgroups in Linux and how are they used?

A: Cgroups (Control Groups) are a Linux kernel feature that allows the management and limitation of resource
usage (CPU, memory, disk I/O, etc.) for a group of processes. They can be used to ensure that a specific
application does not consume more than its allocated resources, facilitating resource management in multi-tenant
environments and container orchestration. Tools like Docker and Kubernetes use cgroups for resource isolation.
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Question 30 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How can you recover a lost root password on a Linux system?

A: To recover a lost root password, I would boot the system in single-user mode or rescue mode. This can often
be achieved by modifying the boot parameters in the GRUB menu. After booting, I would access a shell with root
privileges and use the passwd command to reset the root password. Then, I would reboot the system normally
and verify access with the new password.
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Question 31 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain the purpose of the cron daemon and how to schedule a job with it.

A: cron is a time-based job scheduler in Unix-like operating systems. It allows users to schedule jobs (
commands or scripts) to run at specified intervals. To schedule a job, I would edit the crontab file using
crontab -e , where I can specify the timing format (minute, hour, day of month, month, day of week) followed
by the command. For example, 0 5 * * * /path/to/script.sh would run the script every day at 5 AM.
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Question 32 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain how you would set up a RAID 1 array using Linux software RAID.

A: To set up a RAID 1 array using Linux software RAID, you would use the mdadm tool. First, you would
install mdadm if it s not already installed.  Then,

 you would identify the disks you want to use and create the array 

with a command like: mdadm --create --verbose /dev/md0 --level=1 --raid-devices=2 /dev/sda1 /dev/sdb1'.
Finally , you would create a filesystem on the new RAID device and mount it.
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Question 33 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you monitor and manage system performance in Linux?

A: System performance can be monitored using various tools. top and htop provide real-time process
monitoring. vmstat shows memory and system processes, while iostat helps monitor disk I/O. For
more in-depth analysis, sar can be used to collect, report, and save system activity information over time.
Additionally, tools like netstat and iftop can help analyze network performance.
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Question 34 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Describe the process of configuring a static IP address on a Linux server.

A: To configure a static IP address on a Linux server, you would typically edit the network interface

configuration file. For example, on a system using netplan , you would modify
/etc/netplan/01-netcfg.yaml to include an entry like:
network: version: 2; ethernets: eth0: dhcp4: no; addresses: [192.168.

1.10/24]; gateway4: 192.168.1.1; nameservers: addresses: [8.8.8.8, 8. 8.4.4] . After
making changes, you would apply them with netplan apply . For systems using ifconfig , you would
directly use commands like ifconfig eth0 192.168.1.10 netmask 255.255.255.0 and ensure the
changes persist after reboot.
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Question 35 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How can you schedule a task to run at a specific time in Linux?

A: To schedule a task to run at a specific time in Linux, you can use the cron daemon. You would edit the
crontab file by using crontab -e and add an entry in the format: * * * * * /path/to/command . The
five asterisks represent the minute, hour, day of month, month, and day of week, respectively. For example, to
run a script every day at 3 AM, you would use 0 3 * * * /path/to/script.sh .
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Question 36 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How can you secure SSH access to a Linux server?

A: To secure SSH access, you can implement several strategies: disable root login by setting
PermitRootLogin no in /etc/ssh/sshd_config , use key-based authentication instead of
passwords for more secure login, change the default SSH port from 22 to a custom port to reduce exposure to
automated attacks, and configure a firewall to allow SSH connections only from specific IP addresses. Additionally,
using tools like fail2ban can help mitigate brute-force attacks.
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Question 37 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What are Linux namespaces and how do they enhance containerization ?

A: Linux namespaces are a feature that allows a process to have its own isolated view of system resources,
such as process IDs, user IDs, network interfaces, and mounted filesystems. This isolation is crucial for
containerization , as it enables multiple containers to run on the same host without interfering with each
other. Each container operates within its own namespace, providing security and resource management.
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Question 38 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How would you troubleshoot a server that is experiencing high CPU usage?

A: To troubleshoot high CPU usage, I would start by using tools like top or htop to identify which
processes are consuming the most CPU resources. From there, I would investigate those processes to determine
if they are legitimate or if they indicate a problem, such as a runaway process or a misconfigured application.
Additionally, checking system logs for errors, analyzing application performance, and reviewing cron jobs can
provide more context. If necessary, I would also consider optimizing or restarting the offending service or
process.
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Question 39 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is the difference between apt-get and apt-cache ?

A: apt-get is a command-line tool used for handling packages in Debian-based distributions. It allows users to
install, upgrade, and remove packages. In contrast, apt-cache is used to query the package cache and
retrieve information about available packages, such as their versions, dependencies, and descriptions. While

apt-get modifies the system state , apt-cache is a read-only tool that provides insights into the
package management system.
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Question 40 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain the use of LVM in Linux and its advantages.

A: LVM (Logical Volume Manager) is a device mapper framework that provides logical volume management for
the Linux kernel. It allows administrators to create, resize, and delete logical volumes dynamically, without the
need to unmount filesystems or stop services. The advantages of LVM include flexible disk management, the
ability to create snapshots for backups, and the capability to combine multiple physical volumes into a single
logical volume group, simplifying storage management and optimizing disk usage.
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Question 41 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is Docker containerization and how does it differ from traditional
virtualization?

A: Docker containerization is a lightweight virtualization technology that packages applications and their
dependencies into isolated containers. Unlike traditional virtualization, which runs complete operating systems on a
hypervisor, Docker containers share the host OS kernel and run as isolated processes. This makes containers
more lightweight, faster to start , and more resource-efficient than traditional virtual machines.
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Question 42 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement disk quotas in Linux?

A: Disk quotas are implemented using the quota system. First, enable quotas in /etc/fstab by adding the
usrquota and/or grpquota options. Then initialize the quota database using
quotacheck -cum /mount/point . Set quotas using edquota -u username or
edquota -g groupname to specify soft and hard limits. Use quota to check current usage and
repquota to generate quota reports.
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Question 43 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is Ansible and how can it be used for configuration management?

A: Ansible is an open-source automation tool that simplifies configuration management, application deployment

, and task automation. It uses YAML-based playbooks to define automation tasks and SSH for communication with
remote systems. Unlike other configuration management tools, Ansible is agentless and uses existing SSH
infrastructure. It can manage configurations across multiple servers simultaneously, ensuring consistent system
states.
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Question 44 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain Linux process priorities and how to modify them.

A: Linux processes have priority values ranging from -20 (highest) to +19 (lowest). The nice command sets
the initial priority of a process, while renice modifies the priority of a running process. For example,
nice -n 10 command starts a process with lower priority, while renice -n -5 -p PID increases the
priority of a running process. Only root can assign negative nice values.
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Question 45 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What are Linux Control Groups (cgroups) and how do they work?

A: Control Groups (cgroups) are a kernel feature that allows administrators to allocate resources—such as CPU
time, system memory, network bandwidth, or combinations of these—among user-defined groups of tasks (
processes). Cgroups provide fine-grained control over allocating, prioritizing, denying, managing, and monitoring
system resources. They are fundamental to container technologies like Docker and LXC.
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Question 46 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you configure OpenLDAP for centralized authentication ?

A: OpenLDAP configuration involves installing the LDAP server package, configuring the base DN and
administrative credentials in slapd.conf, setting up TLS/SSL encryption, and configuring schema definitions. Client
machines need to be configured with PAM and NSS modules to authenticate against the LDAP server.
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Question 47 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is Linux Containers (LXC) and how does it differ from Docker?

A: LXC provides operating system-level virtualization through a virtual environment with its own process and
network space. Unlike Docker, which is primarily focused on application containerization , LXC creates
containers that behave more like traditional virtual machines with their own init system and full OS environment.
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Question 48 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement Linux Traffic Control (tc) for bandwidth management?

A: Linux Traffic Control (tc) is used to configure Quality of Service (QoS) settings. You can use it to shape
traffic, prioritize certain types of packets, and limit bandwidth. For example,
tc qdisc add dev eth0 root tbf rate 1mbit burst 32kbit latency 40ms would limit outgoing
traffic on eth0 to 1Mbit/s.
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Question 49 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain Linux Capabilities and their role in security.

A: Linux Capabilities provide fine-grained control over superuser permissions, allowing processes to perform
specific privileged operations without full root access. For example, CAP_NET_ADMIN allows network
configuration without full root privileges. They can be set using setcap and viewed with getcap .
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Question 50 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is eBPF and how is it used in Linux systems?

A: Extended Berkeley Packet Filter (eBPF) is a technology that allows programs to run in the Linux kernel without
changing kernel source code. It's used for networking, security, and performance monitoring. eBPF programs can
be attached to various kernel hooks to analyze system behavior and network traffic in real-time.
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Question 51 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you configure and manage Linux Audit System (auditd)?

A: The Linux Audit System is configured through /etc/audit/auditd.conf and audit rules in /etc/audit/rules.d/. Key
steps include defining audit rules with auditctl , monitoring with ausearch and aureport , and
configuring log rotation. Example rule: auditctl -w /etc/passwd -p wa -k password-file monitors
changes to password file.
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Question 52 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is systemd-journald and how does it differ from traditional syslog?

A: systemd-journald is a system service that collects and stores logging data. Unlike traditional syslog, it
stores logs in a structured, indexed binary format, enabling faster searching and better metadata handling. It
provides features like log rotation, persistence across reboots, and forward secure sealing for log integrity.
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Question 53 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain network bonding in Linux and its different modes.

A: Network bonding combines multiple network interfaces into a single logical interface for redundancy or
increased throughput. Common modes include mode 0 (round-robin), mode 1 (active-backup), mode 4 (802.3ad),
and mode 6 (adaptive load balancing). Configuration is done through /etc/sysconfig/network-scripts/ or netplan.
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Question 54 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is multipath I/O and how do you configure it in Linux?

A: Multipath I/O provides multiple physical paths between servers and storage devices for redundancy and
performance. Configuration involves installing multipath-tools, editing /etc/multipath.conf, and using commands like
multipath -ll to manage paths. It's crucial for enterprise storage systems and high-availability setups.
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Question 55 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement Linux kernel hardening?

A: Kernel hardening involves multiple layers: configuring sysctl parameters for security (e.g.,
kernel.randomize_va_space=2), enabling SecureBoot, implementing module signing, restricting kernel parameter
changes, and using security modules like SELinux/AppArmor. Also includes configuring /proc and /sys security
parameters.
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Question 56 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain Linux namespace types and their uses.

A: Linux has several namespace types: PID (process isolation), Network (network stack isolation), Mount (
filesystem view isolation), UTS (hostname isolation), IPC (inter-process communication isolation), User (UID/
GID isolation), and Cgroup (control group isolation). Each type provides specific isolation aspects used in
containerization.
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Question 57 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you configure and manage dm-crypt for disk encryption?

A: dm-crypt is configured using cryptsetup. Process includes preparing the partition (
cryptsetup luksFormat /dev/sdX ), opening encrypted device ( cryptsetup luksOpen ), creating
filesystem, and configuring /etc/crypttab for automatic mounting. Additional security features include key file usage
and LUKS header backup.
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Question 58 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is kdump and how do you configure it?

A: kdump is a kernel crash dumping mechanism that captures system memory content for debugging kernel
crashes. Configuration involves setting up a dedicated kernel crash kernel in grub, configuring /etc/kdump.conf,
and ensuring sufficient crash kernel memory allocation through crashkernel parameter.
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Question 59 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you set up and manage a Kubernetes cluster on Linux?

A: Setting up a Kubernetes cluster involves installing kubeadm, kubelet, and kubectl, initializing the control plane
with kubeadm init , configuring pod networking with a CNI plugin like Calico or Flannel, and joining worker
nodes. Management includes deploying applications using kubectl, monitoring with Prometheus/Grafana, and
maintaining cluster security.

Advanced Linux System Admin Interview Questions • Page 59



Question 60 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is Linux kernel live patching and how does it work?

A: Kernel live patching allows applying security patches to a running kernel without rebooting. Tools like kpatch (
Red Hat) or livepatch (Ubuntu) inject patch modules into the running kernel. This requires special kernel support
and is typically used for critical security fixes in production environments.
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Question 61 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement high availability using Pacemaker and Corosync?

A: Pacemaker and Corosync provide high availability clustering. Setup involves installing both packages,
configuring Corosync for cluster communication, defining resources in Pacemaker (like virtual IPs, services), and
setting up fencing devices. Use pcs commands to manage the cluster and monitor status.
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Question 62 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain Linux kernel tuning using sysctl parameters.

A: Kernel tuning via sysctl involves modifying parameters in /proc/sys/ or /etc/sysctl.conf. Common optimizations
include network settings (net.ipv4.tcp_keepalive_time), memory management (vm.swappiness), and file system (
fs.file-max). Changes can be applied with sysctl -p without rebooting.
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Question 63 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement disk encryption with LUKS and TPM?

A: LUKS encryption with TPM involves initializing LUKS container, storing encryption key in TPM, configuring
dracut for early boot TPM access. Use cryptsetup for LUKS setup, tpm2_tools for TPM operations. This
provides automated unlock while maintaining security through hardware-backed key storage.
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Question 64 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement and manage Linux Virtual Server (LVS) for load
balancing?

A: LVS implementation involves configuring IPVS kernel module, setting up director node with ipvsadm, and
configuring real servers. Common setups include NAT, DR, or TUN modes. Key commands: ipvsadm -A for
virtual service , ipvsadm -a for real servers. Monitoring through ipvsadm -L --stats .
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Question 65 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain the process of implementing disk-less boot using PXE and NFS.

A: Disk-less boot requires configuring DHCP server with PXE options, setting up TFTP server with boot images,
configuring NFS server for root filesystem. Client network cards must support PXE. Process includes preparing
initramfs, configuring NFS exports, and managing client-specific configurations.
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Question 66 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement Linux-based SAN using iSCSI ?

A: iSCSI SAN setup involves configuring target server (using targetcli), creating LUNs, setting up initiator on
clients (using iscsiadm), managing authentication , and configuring multipathing. Key steps include
persistent mounting, CHAP authentication , and performance tuning.
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Question 67 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is Linux DMZ implementation and how do you secure it?

A: DMZ implementation uses multiple network zones with firewall rules. Configure separate network interfaces,
implement strict iptables rules, use port forwarding selectively. Security measures include: regular security audits,
intrusion detection, limiting services, and maintaining separate DNS servers.
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Question 68 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain Linux real-time kernel patches and their use cases.

A: Real-time kernel patches (PREEMPT_RT) modify standard kernel for deterministic latency. Used in industrial
automation, audio processing, and time-critical applications. Implementation involves patching kernel source,
configuring with RT options, and tuning system parameters for real-time performance.
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Question 69 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement GeoDNS for global load balancing?

A: GeoDNS implementation involves configuring DNS servers with location-aware responses. Use tools like
PowerDNS with GeoIP backend or BIND with views. Configure different response sets based on client
location, implement health checks, and manage failover scenarios.
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Question 70 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is Linux Software RAID rebuilding and how do you manage it?

A: RAID rebuilding occurs when replacing failed disks. Monitor with cat /proc/mdstat , control rebuild speed
via /proc/sys/dev/raid/speed_limit_min . Use mdadm for management:
mdadm --manage /dev/md0 --remove /dev/sdb1 for removal, --add for adding new disks.
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Question 71 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement database replication using Galera Cluster?

A: Galera Cluster provides synchronous multi-master replication for MariaDB/MySQL. Configuration involves
setting wsrep parameters in my.cnf, initializing cluster with first node, joining additional nodes. Requires proper
network configuration and handles automatic node synchronization.
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Question 72 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement Linux kernel module signing for secure boot?

A: Kernel module signing involves generating keys, signing modules with sign-file tool, and configuring secure
boot. Process includes: creating public/private key pair, signing modules using scripts/sign-file , updating
system.map, and configuring MOK (Machine Owner Key) for UEFI secure boot integration.
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Question 73 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain Linux network namespaces and their role in SDN.

A: Network namespaces provide isolated network stacks including routing tables, firewall rules, and network
interfaces. Essential for Software Defined Networking, enabling virtual networks and network function

virtualization. Managed with ip netns commands, they allow creation of virtual routers and network
segmentation.
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Question 74 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement CPU pinning in virtualization environments?

A: CPU pinning assigns specific virtual CPUs to physical CPU cores. Implementation involves using taskset for
processes, or in virtualization platforms like KVM using vcpupin. Configuration includes identifying NUMA topology,
setting CPU affinity, and managing thread placement for optimal performance.
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Question 75 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is BPF tracing and how is it used for performance analysis?

A: BPF tracing provides kernel-level instrumentation without modifying source code. Tools like bpftrace and BCC
enable real-time analysis of system calls, network traffic, and application behavior. Used for performance
troubleshooting, security monitoring, and resource utilization analysis.
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Question 76 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement Linux-based SDS (Software Defined Storage)?

A: Software Defined Storage implementation uses tools like Ceph or GlusterFS. Setup involves configuring storage
nodes, defining pools/volumes, implementing replication policies, and managing client access. Includes monitoring
with Prometheus/Grafana and automated failover configuration.
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Question 77 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement Linux kernel profiling using perf?

A: Perf is a performance analysis tool for Linux that provides CPU profiling, tracing, and hardware event counting.
Usage includes: perf record to collect data, perf report for analysis. Advanced features include flame
graphs, stack traces, and CPU cache analysis. Common commands: perf top , perf stat , and
perf script for detailed analysis.
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Question 78 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain Linux time synchronization using chrony and PTP.

A: Precision Time Protocol (PTP) provides microsecond-level accuracy compared to NTP's millisecond accuracy.
Chrony implementation involves configuring chronyd with PTP hardware clock source, setting up PTP boundary
clock configuration, and managing hardware timestamping. Used in financial systems and time-critical applications.
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Question 79 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement Linux Power Management with TLP?

A: TLP provides advanced power management for Linux laptops and mobile devices. Configuration involves editing
/etc/tlp.conf, setting CPU frequency scaling, disk power management, and USB autosuspend. Features include
battery charge thresholds, platform-specific optimizations, and runtime power management.

Advanced Linux System Admin Interview Questions • Page 79



Question 80 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is Linux NUMA architecture and how do you optimize for it?

A: NUMA (Non-Uniform Memory Access) optimization involves memory placement policies, CPU affinity, and I/O
scheduling. Tools include numactl for process placement, numad for automatic NUMA balancing.
Configuration includes setting zone_reclaim_mode, using appropriate memory allocation policies, and monitoring
with numastat .
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Question 81 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is SLURM and how do you manage HPC job scheduling?

A: SLURM (Simple Linux Utility for Resource Management) is a workload manager for HPC clusters. Configuration
includes defining partitions in slurm.conf, setting up fair-share scheduling, configuring resource limits, and
managing job priorities. Key commands: srun for interactive jobs, sbatch for batch jobs, squeue for monitoring.
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Question 82 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you optimize filesystem performance for HPC workloads?

A: HPC filesystem optimization includes configuring parallel filesystems (Lustre/BeeGFS), tuning I/O schedulers,
adjusting readahead values, and optimizing mount options. Key aspects: proper striping configuration,
implementing I/O forwarding, and using direct I/O where appropriate. Monitor with tools like iostat and collectl.
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Question 83 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is Intel MKL and how do you optimize it for HPC?

A: Intel Math Kernel Library (MKL) optimization involves setting environment variables (MKL_NUM_THREADS),
configuring thread affinity, and selecting appropriate interface layers. Includes proper linking with applications
, managing dynamic vs static linking, and using MKL threading with OpenMP.
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Question 84 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement and manage HPC cluster monitoring?

A: HPC monitoring involves tools like Ganglia/Prometheus for metrics collection, Grafana for visualization, and
custom scripts for job statistics. Implementation includes setting up node exporters, configuring alerting rules, and
developing performance dashboards. Monitor job efficiency, resource utilization, and system metrics.
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Question 85 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain processor frequency scaling and governor configuration in HPC.

A: CPU frequency management involves configuring scaling governors (performance/powersave), setting up
cpufreq policies, and managing turbo boost. Use tools like cpupower to set frequencies, configure P-states, and
monitor CPU performance. Important for balancing performance and power consumption.
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Question 86 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement parallel storage systems like Lustre?

A: Lustre implementation involves setting up MDT (metadata) and OST ( object storage) servers, configuring
LNET routing , and managing stripe configurations. Key aspects include: high availability setup, proper
network configuration, and performance tuning through lfs commands.
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Question 87 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What are Linux huge pages and how do you optimize them for HPC?

A: Huge pages improve memory performance by reducing TLB misses. Configuration involves setting up
transparent huge pages or static huge pages, allocating appropriate memory regions, and configuring applications
to use them. Monitor with tools like hugeadm and vmstat. Critical for database and HPC workloads.
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Question 88 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is Grid Engine and how does it compare to SLURM for HPC scheduling?

A: Grid Engine is a distributed resource management system. Unlike SLURM, it uses a master-slave architecture
with qmaster for job management. Features include complex scheduling policies, resource quotas, and parallel
environment configurations. Commands include qsub for job submission, qstat for monitoring, and qalter for job
modification.
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Question 89 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain hierarchical job scheduling in heterogeneous clusters.

A: Hierarchical scheduling involves multiple scheduler layers for different resource types (CPU, GPU, FPGA).
Implementation uses tools like SLURM with heterogeneous job support, custom resource plugins, and node
feature configurations. Includes setting up partition hierarchies, resource constraints, and job dependencies.
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Question 90 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement job scheduling policies for deadline-sensitive workloads
?

A: Deadline-aware scheduling involves configuring SLURM QOS (Quality of Service ) settings, implementing
preemption policies, and setting up resource reservations. Features include deadline specification in job
submission, priority adjustment based on deadlines, and automated cleanup of expired jobs.
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Question 91 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain distributed monitoring architecture for large HPC clusters.

A: Distributed monitoring uses hierarchical collectors with tools like Prometheus federation, InfluxDB clustering,
and distributed alert managers. Implementation includes setting up metric aggregation, implementing data retention
policies, and configuring cross-cluster correlation. Features automated discovery of new nodes and service-level
monitoring.
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Question 92 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement machine learning acceleration using oneAPI in Linux?

A: oneAPI implementation involves installing Intel oneAPI toolkits, configuring DPC++ compiler, and
optimizing for specific hardware accelerators. Setup includes configuring environment modules, managing offload
engines, and implementing workload scheduling. Key aspects include cross-architecture optimization and
performance profiling.
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Question 93 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain quantum computing simulation in Linux environments.

A: Quantum computing simulation involves tools like Qiskit and Cirq, requiring specific Python environments and
hardware acceleration support. Implementation includes configuring quantum backends, managing qubit
simulations, and optimizing for classical-quantum hybrid algorithms. Includes integration with HPC schedulers for
large simulations.
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Question 94 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement FPGA acceleration in Linux systems?

A: FPGA acceleration requires configuring OpenCL runtime, implementing hardware abstraction layers, and
managing bitstream deployment. Process includes setting up Xilinx/Intel FPGA tools, configuring direct memory
access, and implementing hardware-software co-design. Includes monitoring and debugging tools for FPGA
workloads.
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Question 95 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is vector processing optimization in Linux?

A: Vector processing optimization involves configuring AVX/SVE instructions, implementing SIMD optimizations,
and managing vector register allocation. Includes compiler flag optimization, runtime detection of vector capabilities
, and performance profiling. Key aspects include vectorization analysis and cross-platform compatibility.
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Question 96 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement neuromorphic computing support in Linux?

A: Neuromorphic computing support involves configuring SpiNNaker or Intel's Loihi platforms, implementing spiking
neural network frameworks, and managing real-time processing requirements. Setup includes specialized drivers,
runtime environments, and monitoring tools for neuromorphic hardware.
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Question 97 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: Explain liquid cooling management in Linux data centers.

A: Liquid cooling management involves monitoring coolant temperatures, flow rates, and pressure using
specialized sensors and controllers. Implementation includes configuring IPMI interfaces, setting up automated
thermal management, and implementing emergency shutdown procedures. Includes integration with datacenter
management systems.
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Question 98 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you implement memory-semantic networking in Linux?

A: Memory-semantic networking involves configuring RDMA protocols, implementing CXL device support, and
managing memory-mapped communication. Setup includes configuring Gen-Z fabrics, managing shared memory
regions, and implementing coherency protocols. Includes performance monitoring and debugging tools.
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Question 99 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: What is disaggregated memory management in Linux?

A: Disaggregated memory management involves configuring memory pooling, implementing CXL memory
expansion, and managing remote memory access. Implementation includes setting up memory tiering, configuring
memory QoS, and implementing failover mechanisms. Includes monitoring tools for memory utilization and latency.
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Question 100 of 100 Advanced Linux System Admin

Q: How do you use eBPF for advanced network monitoring and troubleshooting?

A: eBPF (extended Berkeley Packet Filter) can be used for advanced network monitoring by attaching programs to
network interfaces and kernel hooks. Implementation involves writing eBPF programs using tools like bpftrace or
BCC, deploying them to monitor network traffic patterns, latency, and errors in real-time. Features include packet
filtering, traffic analysis, protocol-specific monitoring, and custom metrics collection. Tools like Cilium leverage
eBPF for container networking and security.
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